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Constitution and Government 


From the formation of the provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta 
in 1905, until after the Second World War, the Government of the 
Northwest Territories was carried on by a Commissioner and Council 
composed of senior civil servants based in Ottawa. Since then, 
the federal government has taken several important steps to ensure 
the political evolution of the Territories keeps pace with the rapid 
rate of social and economic change which it has undergone and continues 
to undergo. 

In 1951, three elected members were added to the formerly all- 
appointed Council and the proportion of elected to appointed members 
was gradually increased until Council became a fully-elected body in 
AW ES 

From 1905 until 1964, the position of Commissioner had always 
been held by a senior federal official having other major responsibi- 
lities. From 1905 to 1918, the position was held by the Comptroller 
of the R.C.M.P., from 1918 to 1963, by the Deputy Minister of the 
Interior and its successor Departments; and from July 12, 1963, by 
the Director the Northern Administration Branch of the Department of 
Northern Affairs and National Resources, Mr. B.G. Sivertz. However, 
in January, 1964, the Minister of that Department, the Honourable 
Arthur Laing, announced Mr. Sivertz would be relieved of his 


responsibilities as Director and, in his capacity as Commissioner, 
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Another major change was the move of the seat of territorial 
government from Ottawa to Yellowknife in 1967. It has since grown 
into a full-fledged territorial public service. 

The written constitution and powers of the territorial government 
are contained in the Northwest Territories Act, a federal statute 
passed by the Parliament of Canada and last amended in 1974. 

The chief executive officer for the Territories is the Commissioner. 
He is appointed by the Governor General in Council and is required to 
administer the government of the Territories under instructions given 
from time to time by the Governor General in Council or the Minister 
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development. The Deputy Commissioner 
is also appointed by the Governor General in Council and is empowered 
to exercise the powers of the Commissioner in the latter's absence. 

The legislative arm of territorial government is the Council, 
consisting of 15 elected members, with one selected as Speaker. All 
residents 19 years of age and over may vote in Council elections and 
the present Council, elected in March, 1975, includes six Inuit, 
three Métis and six non-native members. 

The necessary link between Commissioner and Council is provided 
by the Executive Committee, re-constituted by the Commissioner in 
May, 2975, at the instruction of the Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development. It consists of the Commissioner as Chairman, 
the Deputy Commissioner as Vice-Chairman, the Assistant Commissioner 


and three members of Council, nominated to serve on the Executive 


Committee by a majority vote of Council, but appointed by the Commissioner. 
Each Committee member is responsible for one or more territorial 
government departments, much like members of a provincial cabinet. One 
of the three Councillors is responsible for the Department of Social 
Development, another for the Department of Education and the third for 
the Department of Economic Development. Although the Executive Committee 
is only advisory and the Commissioner remains the chief executive officer 
under the Northwest Territories Act, -- free to accept or reject the 
Committee's advice, -- it does give elected representatives an active 
role in the day-to-day executive and administrative functions of 
territorial government. 

The Commissioner in Council has authority to legislate on the 
same range of subjects as a province, except for natural resource 
other than game. To become law, Territorial Ordinances must first 
be introduced as bills at a session of Council, receive three readings 
and be given assent by the Commissioner before the session is 
prorogued. The Northwest Territories government is responsible for 
its courts and most aspects of the administration of justice, but 
the Attorney General of Canada serves as the Attorney General of 
the Territories. 

Although largely dependent on the federal government for revenue, 
the Northwest Territories does have its own consolidated revenue 
fund and administers its own financial affairs under the Financial 
Administration Ordinance. Aside from certain federal funds voted 


by Parliament for a specific purpose such as federal road construction, 
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the Commissioner can spend only those funds appropriated by Council. 
In reviewing and voting on the main appropriations each year, Council 
has an opportunity to scrutinize, ask questions and receive detailed 
information on all territorial government programs. The auditing 
of territorial government operations is carried out by the Auditor 
General of Canada. 
QUICK STATISTICS ON THE NORTH 

Total Area 

The Yukon and Northwest Territories total area is 1,511,979 square 
miles (3,885,000 km?) , or 40 per cent of the second largest country 
in the world. The area of the Yukon is 207,076 square miles 
(536,130 km?) while the Northwest Territories is 1,304,903 square 
miles (3,367,000 km@). 
Population 


Both the Yukon and the Northwest Territories: 64,230 (estimate for 1975) 


Yukon NWT: 
Indians sary et S.0LG 
Eskimos - £33420 
Métis 1,500 5 OGG 
Other LA, 290 16,280 
Total Paes PA8 Fy B18 


Projyeeted population to’ 1930 for NW. bots ob eo00 
Projected population to 1980 for Yukon: 22; 300 


Total 1980 population projected for both Territories: 76,600 


Population of Principal Centres 


Yukon Northwest Territories 
Whitehorse 13400) Yellowknife 8,100 
Faro 13300 Inuvik ae 518) 
Dawson City 780 Hay River Shee 
Watson Lake 950 Fort Smith Papo hh. 


Mayo 400 Frobisher Bay 2,385 


CLIMATIC CONDITIONS 
Desert Area — Extended Periods of Daylight or Dark 
The Arctic Circle marks the southern limit of the area where 
the sun does not set for one or more days during the summer and does 
not rise for one or more days during the winter. The time of continual 
daylight is known as the period of the "Midnight Sun." 
WATER 
It is the most important renewable natural resource North of 60. 
It is needed for transportation, hydro-electric power, wildlife 
habitat, industrial and municipal needs. 
The resource is found in four main drainage basins: 
1) The Yukon River and its tributaries; 
2) The Mackenzie River and its tributaries; 
3) The streams flowing north and east of the Mackenzie 
River Basin into the Arctic Ocean and the waters of 
the continental polar shelf; 
4) The streams flowing east of the Mackenzie River Basin 
into the Hudson Bay. 
Fresh Water - 7.6 per cent of Canada's total land area (753,690 km) 


50 per cent is north of the 60th parallel. 


YUKON NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
Total Generating Capability 63 megawatts 102 megawatts 
Hydro-Electric Potential 3,500 megawatts 23,500 megawatts 


Total hydro-electric potential North of 60: 27,000 megawatts 
FORESTRY 


An estimated 199,430 1om* of productive forest in the Yukon and the 


Mackenzie District of the Northwest Territories hold an estimated 


645, 584, 000, 000 m> of merchantable timber. 


YUKON NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 


Estimated Reserves 
(softwood and hardwood) 254,05, 200.000 m? 368, 11354005000 m? 


The most common species are white and black spruce, lodgepole and jack 
pine, balsam poplar, trembling aspen and white birch. 
Permafrost 


It is that part of the earth's crust that is fess than ©°Cy1 ce. 
perennially frozen. Depth of permafrost varies with soil type, moisture 
content, vegetative cover. Melting of permafrost is the major 
construction and ecological problem, therefore, it is important to 
avoid the stripping off of moss and other surface vegetation which 
act as an insulating blanket. 

Extended Temperature Range 

Extremes in temperature that occur in the North as the seasons 
change. 

e.g. the lowest on record is at Snag: -62° 


the highest on record is at Hay River: +36 


The Tree Line 

Because of extremes in wind and temperature and the low level of 
precipitation, tree life becomes non-existent. 

The temperature division line between Arctic and Sub-Arctic is 
also the Tree Line, for trees will not grow where the average 
temperature in the warmest month is not over 10%, 

The Tree Line extends in a general south-easterly direction from 


the mouth of the Mackenzie River to the West of Hudson Bay just north 


of Churchill, 


The far north is a topographical region of "barrens" and Arctic 
Archipelago, a desolate region of mountains, barren islands, and 
glaciers. 

Two Climatic Divisions 
1) Sub-Arctic below the tree line 

Yukon, half of mainland of the Northwest Territories. 

Average temperature in warmest month is above 10°C. 

Freezing season starts in October - winters vary from 4°C to -58°C 

with light snow. 

Temperatures above freezing reached in May - summers are short; 

occasionally 32°C. 

Precipitation light: annual snowfall: 127 cm. 

2) Arctic above the tree line 

Half of mainland of the Northwest Territories and all of the 

Arctic Islands. 

Average temperature in warmest month is less than 10°C. 

Freezing season starts in September. 

Temperatures above freezing not reached until June. 

Precipitation very light: annual snowfall less than 76.2 cm. 
EDUCATION 

The Government of the Northwest Territories operates 59 schools 
oeaeeee by 690 teachers and classroom assistants. In addition, there 
are 95 teachers employed by the Public School and Roman Catholic 
Separate School Districts in Yellowknife and the one experimental 


school administered by a "school society" at Rae Edzo. There was 


a total enrollment or 125958°as of September 30, 1976. 


Sore 
Of this total, 515 students are housed in five government and two 
non-government operated student residences. 

Correspondence courses and financial assistance are available 
to any pupil in a settlement where conventional instruction is not 
available. These students, attending school in en eee 
are provided with travel and board and lodging at a centre in the 
N.W.T. where the level of instruction required is being given. 

There is a full range of courses available in the school system 
including industrial arts, home economics, commercial, technical and 
occupational training. There is, in addition, a post-secondary teacher 
training course for native students. A two-year course for the 
training of Dental Assistants given by the Department of National 
Health is also available in the N.W.T. The Continuing Education 
Program provides courses and financial assistance, often with 
assistance from the Department of Manpower, to residents who have 
left school system or are taking post high school training. The 
Government also provides the basic tuition, travel and accommodation 
costs of university and technical education outside the N.W.T. (when 
not available in the N.W.T.) for children of parents with at least 
two years residency in the N.W.T., providing the children have the 
entrance requirements for recognized universities, colleges and 
technical schools. 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 

With the creation of Northern Health Services in 1954, the 
Department of Health and Welfare assumed functions comparable to 
provincial health departments in the two northern territories, N.W.T. 


and the Yukon. Twelve years later the Northern Region of Medical 


Services Branch was established with headquarters in Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

Many services are provided by the Department for Inuit and 
those Indians living below the treeline in the western part of 
the N.W.T. 

There are federal hospitals at Inuvik on the Mackenzie Delta 
in the western Arctic and in the east at Frobisher Bay on Baffin 
Island. In Yellowknife, there is a 78 -bed hospital, hospitals at 
Hay River (50 beds) Fort Simpson (30 beds), and Fort Smith (49 beds). 
It is planned to replace this latter hospital with a new, smaller 
one in, L97/-/8. 

In addition, all communities with a population of 200 are now 
provided with Nursing Stations, while smaller settlements have Health 
Stations. These are open daily on week days for treatment 
purposes and on a 24-hour basis for emergencies. Nursing stations 
each have a few beds for short term patients or for holding emergency 
patients prior to evacuation. 

As for nurses from Medical Services Branch, they are employed 
in federal hospitals, some health centres and multi-purpose health 
facilities such as nursing stations. Since physicians only make 
periodic visits to isolated nursing stations, nurses must rely on 
radio-telephone communications for medical advice. Since these 
communications may break down, or evacuation of patients by air may 
prove impossible because of adverse weather conditions, the nurse 
must use her own initiative and take on responsibilities beyond 


the scope of a nurse's duties in other parts of Canada. Out-patient 
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counselling, home visiting and the teaching of good health practices 
form a major part of an outpost nurse's workload. The nurses too, 
have a responsibility to guide community health auxiliaries, community 
aides and to generate trust and cooperation. At the moment there are 
over 170 nurses positions in the N.W.T. 

There are Community Health Auxiliary and Community Aid training 
programs carried out by Medical Services branch to involve Indian 
and Inuit peoples in health activities and to improve communications 
between local residents and sources of professional advice and counsel. 

In Fort Smith there is a federally run dental school. Its purpose 
is to graduate dental therapists who will work in native communities 
under the supervision of a fully qualified dentist. 

There are schools for nursing assistants and many native people 
receive training in these paramedical fields. They are encouraged 
to enter the nursing and medical ranks. 
OIL AND GAS 

The number of oil and gas permits and leases in good standing 


as of December 13, 1974 in the Northwest Territories were: 


PERMITS 
Area Number Acreage 
N.W.T. Mainland L622 72,989,005 
Agetie [slands.-(1) 4,959 240,264, 733 
Aretic. Coast, Marine (2) nape 54,783,144 


TOTAL 7715 368, 036, 882 
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LEASES 
Area Number Acreage 
N.W.T. Mainland 624 Se 1 L0 e106 
Arctic. islands: (CL) — as 
Arctic Coast Marine (2) --- a 
TOTAL 624 5,7 100738 


(1) “All areas north of -/0° 


(2) All areas south of 70° covered by seacoast waters 

The Norman Wells field, discovered in 1920, is the only producing 
oil field in the Northwest Territories. During 1974 oil was produced 
and refined at a rate of 2,738 barrels a day at Norman Wells for a 
total of 999,349 bbls. Gas production at Norman Wells in 1974 
totalled 1.781 BCF. 

The Pointed Mountain gas field, discovered in 1966, went on- 
stream in 1972. The 1974 average daily production of natural gas 
Was 67. 7° MIMCF. with an annual ‘total of 52.010 SCF. 
MINING 

Mineral production for 1974, according to preliminary figures, 
was valued at $223,047,000. Mineral commodities produced included 
gold ($27,634,000), silver ($19,621,000), copper ($1,190,000), lead 
($37,977,000), zinc ($136,467,000) and cadmium ($158,000). Mines 
are located at Yellowknife (gold), Pine Point (lead, zinc and cadmium), 
Tungsten (copper and tungsten), Echo Bay (silver and copper), Camsell 
River (silver and copper) and Hope Bay (silver). 
Developing Properties 

Arvik Mines Limited on Little Cornwallis Island, owned by Cominco 


Ltd. (75 per cent) and Bankeno Mines Limited (25 per cent), continued 


(= 
diamond drilling at the mine and in neighbouring area. The company 
has reported reserves of 25 million tons of 20 per cent combined 
zinc-lead. In September 1973, a 3700-ton bulk sample of ore was 
shipped from the property for metallurgical testing. Economic 
feasibility studies were underway at the end of the year. 

Nanisivik Mines Limited on Baffin Island has started on the mill 
foundation and a crew began an 8,000-foot underground development 
program on its 6.97 million ton ore body. Reserves grade 14.1 per 
cent zinc, 1.4 per cent lead and 1.8 ounces silver per ton. The 
federal government has a minority share position (18 per cent) in 
the company. 

Mineral Exploration 

In 1974, an estimated $18 million was spent on mineral exploration 
in the Northwest Territories. These funds were largely spent on the 
search for base metals, the search for uranium and the examination 
of gold and silver properties. During the year, 12,180 claims were 
staked and 39 new prospecting permits were issued to bring the total 
claims in good standing to 49,000 and the number of prospecting 
permits in good standing to 6/7. 

FISH AND WILDLIFE 

In many settlements throughout the N.W.T., commercial fisheries 
for the local market are being developed. Arctic Char research is 
continuing on two river systems on the west coast of Hudson Bay, 
and in the Cambridge Bay area. This is a project which is developing 


the commercial harvesting prospects of Arctic Char. 
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Sports fishing is active throughout the N.W.T. Species available 
include Trout, Grayling, Walleye, Northern Pike, Goldeye, Char and 
others. 

Fur marketed during the 1973-74 season was valued at more than 
$3 million, or more than double that of the previous year. A good 
catch of white fox during this period was valued at $1.2 million. 
Sealskin brought in $632,000, the polar bear catch amounted to 
$500,000, and 130,000 muskrat pelts were sold for $260,000. 

An important part of the daily life of the native people is 
the caribou which are found in many areas of the N.W.T. 

The wood bison herd south east of Fort Providence numbers about 
300 while the plains bison in the Hook Lake area number less than 
1,000. The plains bison are decreasing in population probably due 
to the low calf production and high calf mortality. About 11,000 
hybrid buffalo are protected in Wood Buffalo National Park. 

Other common animals of the N.W.T. include bear, wolf, moose, 
mountain sheep and goats and lynx. 

CO-OPERATIVES 

There were 41 active co-operatives in the Northwest Territories 
as or, the end of 975. The co-operatives are. one of the largest 
private employers in the N.W.T. The total membership of 2,710 is 
spread across the north. Volume of business for 1975 totalled over 
$4,000,000. 

The first co-operative in the Northwest Territories, the 
Kikitaoyak Co-operative in Port Burwell, was incorporated in 


October of 1959. 
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Co-operatives are active in retail sales of groceries, hardware 
and dry goods; manufacturing and sales of carvings, prints and 
handicrafts; and some handle the municipal services in their 
community such as delivery of water, fuel, garbage and sewage. 
CREDIT UNIONS 

There are four operating credit unions in the N.W.T. They 
are located in Yellowknife, Fort Smith, Pine Point and Hay River. 
In addition to the operating credit unions, there is a central 


office located in Yellowknife. 


PRIMARY FOREST PRODUCTION 


YUKON TERRITORY NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
(cubic feet) 

1970-71 17 22.000 982,000 
1971-72 1; 759,000 674,000 
1972-73 eo OO 1,143,000 
1973-74 3,998,000 891,000 
1974-75 3, 605, 000 1,504,000 
1974-75 

Sawlogs 26000 1,241,000 
Roundwood 222,000 102,000 
Fuelwood 772,000 161,000 
Est. Roadside Value $ 997,000 $ 463,000 


Stumpage 32,900 Py o00 


ROADS 


The Mackenzie Route connects Grimshaw, Alberta to the Northwest 
Territories. The Mackenzie Highway starts at the Alberta/Northwest 
Territories border and is complete to. Fort Simpson, Mile 296... Lateral 
highways at Mile 51, 117 and 286 serve Hay River, Pine Point and Fort 
smith; Fort, Providence) Edgo, Rae andryvellowknites land ‘the; Fort Liard 
Highway (Only completed to Mile 30) respectively. 

Construction of the Mackenzie Highway north of Fort Simpson to 
the Camsell Road is 80 per cent complete. From the Camsell Bend Mile 346 to 
Mile 394 the highway is under contract to Tompkins Construction Ltd. 
and is scheduled for completion by 1978. The next section for 
construction by Hire North. Currently it is 95 per cent complete. 

As announced on July 19, 1975 by the Minister, there are no plans 
to construct the highway past Wrigley (Mile 440) at this time. However, 
the highway will be completed to Wrigley by 1978-79. 

The Dempster Highway originating near Dawson City, Y.T. is 
scheduled for completion in 1978-79. The Dempster links up with 
Mackenzie Highway 30 miles south of Inuvik Airport. This 30 mile 
section of highway was completed in 1973, and turned over to the 
N.W.T. Government for maintenance. 

AVIATION 

According to the Canada Airpilot Northern Supplement there is a 
total of 199 aerodromes in the N.W.T. 

Ministry of Transport operates 16 licensed land airports, one 
joint water aerodrome with Department of National Defense and one 
teint waned water aerodrome in the N.W.T. There are 181 additional 


aerodromes. These consist of Military airstrips, private airstrips, 


ey We 
Government of the N.W.T. airports, community operated teste ipa and 
some abandoned airstrips (for emergency landing only). Of these aerodromes 
some are land and some are sea. Regular mail, passenger, and express 
service is provided by these airstrips. 
RATLWAY 

The Great Slave Lake Railway runs from Pine Point, on the south 
shore of Great Slave Lake, 435 miles south to Grimshaw, Alberta, 
where it connects oe the continental railway system. 

THE NORTHERN SERVICE CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

In 1956, the CBC submitted a plan for a radio service in the North 
to the Fowler Commission on Broadcasting, and in 1958, Parliament voted 
funds to establish it. The Northern Service came into being as a 
result. 

The CBC Northern Region has no precise southern boundaries but 
extends northward to the Pole. Besides the Yukon and the Northwest 
Territories, it includes the northern part of all provinces except 
Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Its area is 
vast (about two million square miles) and its population small (about 
75,000) and scattered. It spans 28 degrees of latitude, 85 degrees 
of longitude and six time zones. Its transportation and communications 
are predominently North - South, not East - West. Its people may 
be divided into two main groups: those born in the North and those 
who go into the North from "outside". 

It is the responsibility of the CBC Northern Service to meet 


the special needs of the people living in the North - native Indian, 


oes bz eee 
Inuit and Métis, and non-natives - and to give them a sense of 
identity with the rest of Canada, as well as the needs they share 
with Canadians living in all parts of the country; and to inform 

the rest of Canada about the people of the North and developments 
there. The Northern Service discharges these responsibilities by 
means of medium-wave and shortwave radio, and, to an increasing 
extent, television. 

In the Northern Service Region, there are five medium-wave 
stations which act as radio program centres for twenty-eight low-power 
relay transmitter stations connected by terrestrial network facilities. 
The twenty-eight CBC television stations in the North are fed by 
satellite from the Network Control Centre in Toronto. (Frobisher Bay 
and Rankin Inlet in the Northwest Territories are fed network radio 
programs as well, by satellite.) 

On medium-wave radio, the Northern Service broadcasts in English, 
French and ten native languages and dialects. An example of the 
kind of broadcasts provided, is the coverage since September, 1974, 
of the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline preliminary and regular Hearings 
in the Northwest Territories in Dogrib, Chipewyan, Hareskin, Loucheux, 
Eastern and Western Inuktitut, and English. Normal daily radio 
schedules consist of about forty-five per cent locally or regionally 
originated programs, with the remainder taken from the English and 
French networks of the CBC. All northern stations broadcast an 
average of 133 hours of programs per week. 

The Northern Service works in close cooperation with national 


and local native groups. It assists and encourages development of 
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broadcasting at the community level by giving assistance to community 
broadcasting groups in technical matters, and by helping with 
training in basic broadcasting skills. Community broadcasting 
societies at Fort Good Hope, Rankin Inlet and Fort Franklin, 
Northwest Territories, have access to the CBC low-power relay 
transmitters in their communities to broadcast information. 

Completion of the northern shortwave directional antenna array 
was made in late 1973. With an additional program circuit between 
Sackville, New Brunswick and the Northern Service production centre 
in Montreal, the shortwave service in English, French, Inuktitut and 
Cree was increased from 83 to 19 hours daily. These transmissions 
are broadcast on at least two frequencies at all times, over 250 
kilowatt transmitters. 

Over the past two years, the Northern Service has made use of 
two of the three satellite channels, which the CBC leases from Telesat 
Canada, to distribute its schedule of network and regional television 
programs to areas of the North that are not accessible by microwave. 
The Northern Television Service has sometimes been able to borrow 
facilities to produce programs. With the assistance of the English 
and French television networks, it has produced a weekly fifteen 
minute program in Inuktitut of news and information - '"Targravut" 
produced in Montreal; three, half-hour telecasts during the last 
federal elections produced in Edmonton and Vancouver; two programs 
on the Yukon Natives' Land Claims; fifty, one-minute programs filmed 


in the North and edited in Toronto; five minutes per week of 
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community announcements and program highlights; and six, five-minute 
programs per week in English, Inuktitut and Indian languages and 
dialects on the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry. These are filmed 
in the Northwest Territories and flown to Vancouver and Toronto for 
processing, editing and subsequent transmission to the North by 
satellite. 

The remainder of the northern television schedule for local 
and regional periods consists of English and French regional exchange 
programs, off-air pick-ups’ From the —nelish stations in the South, U.S; 
syndicated programs, and films from such sources as the National Film 
Board, the Canadian Film Institute, and abroad. 

The Accelerated Coverage Plan to extend CBC television and radio 
service in both official languages to all communities of 500 or more 
throughout Canada, will extend coverage in the North. The Northern 
Broadcasting Plan increase radio coverage to all communities in the 
North of 200 or more, and to improve the radio and television program 
service throughout the North, particularly for native peoples, has 
yet to be approved and funded by the government. 

CANADA POST OFFICE 

The Canada Post Office has 56 post offices operating in the 
Northwest Territories. This figure includes revenue offices and 
sub-offices, some of which are staffed by only one or two persons 
who often work out of their own homes. 

The Post Office in the N.W.T. has come a long way since the 
early 1800's when the fur trader brought the mail to and from the 


North by canoe in the summer and by dog train in the winter. 
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In 1827, with settlements growing and fewer voyageurs travelling, 
a Hudson Bay man invented the York boat to replace the more fragile 
canoe. Hundreds of these boats carried the mail until 1884, when 
the Hudson's Bay Company replaced them with stern-wheel steamships. 
However, couriers with dog teams still kept the mail moving in the 
winter. 

As the population of the N.W.T. grew and adequate transportation 
became available, local post offices were established, first in Fort 
Simpson in 1913 and a year later in Fort Providence. 

By 1923, six-horse trains driven by two-man teams were replacing 
one-man dog trains between Fort McMurray, Alberta and Fort Smith, 
N.W.T. In 1929, air pilots took over the route in both winter and 
summer. 

From Aklavik to Tuktoyaktuk, the airplane has radically altered 
mail service to the Northwest Territories. Most of the larger 
settlements receive their mail from commercial airlines now, and 
from there it is carried by smaller planes to the more remote 
settlements--sometimes courtesy of the RCMP or government departments. 
NORTHERN OPERATIONS AND ARCTIC RESUPPLY 

Each year about mid-July, a fleet of Canadian Coast Guard 
icebreakers and supply ships breaks through the Arctic ice to 
open up shipping and resupply operations. 

The Coast Guard has been involved in this resupply operation 
since 1930 and acts as exclusive co-ordinator for cargo transported 
into the Eastern Arctic on behalf of government departments and 


agencies, private companies and individuals who request such services. 
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The 1973 sealift resupply operation involved 14 Coast Guard 
vessels and 18 chartered ships to deliver more than 100,000 tons 
of cargo to about 75 settlements and DEW-line bases throughout 
the Eastern Arctic and Hudson Bay. Seventy per cent of these 
supplies were in the form of fuel for heat and power sources. 

One convoy supplies Resolute and High Arctic ports, a second 
does the Baffin Coast and Foxe Basin DEW-line sites and a third 
services the non-DEW-line sites in the same areas. 

Each convoy consists of one to three chartered dry cargo vessels 
and tankers escorted by a Coast Guard icebreaker, although this 
system is not necessary in the supply of Hudson Bay since cargo 
ships can move on their own in the summer ice-free waters. 

Much of the Hudson Bay cargo is loaded in Churchill since this 
is the only port in the North with wharves and harbour facilities. 

General cargo at other sites must be delivered via landing 
craft and barge while fuel oil is either pumped through a floating 
hose into shore pipelines or landed with northern supply vessels 
which run onto the beach and pump the fuel ashore. 

Where ice conditions are extreme, the icebreakers themselves 
will deliver the cargo. 

Icebreakers have also been playing a growing part in commercial 
shipping operations as commercial activities in the north increase. 
In addition to these services the Coast Guard carries out 

research in a search for Hydrographic, meteorological, geographic 


and ice data, from areas which can only be reached by icebreakers. 
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The light icebreaker NARWHAL, for instance, is currently on permanent 
duty in Chesterfield Inlet conducting hydrographic survey duties. 

By early November each season the sealift operations are 
completed and the chartered vessels and Coast Guard ships head south. 
The icebreakers escort the last of the grain ships out of Hudson Bay, 
deactivate the aids to navigation and proceed home, in order to 
prepare for winter operations in the St. Lawrence River and the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. 

PARKS CANADA 

Auyuittugq - Northwest Territories. Address: Pangnirtung, N.W.T. 
XOA ORO. Arctic area with fiords and deeply carved mountains on the 
Cumberland Peninsula of Baffin Island. Numerous glaciers extend 
from massive icecap. Arctic wildlife. Accessible by air from 
Montreal. Area 21,487 square kilometres. 

Nahanni - Northwest Territories. Address Postal Bag 300, 

Fort Simpson, N.W.T. Wilderness area along the South Nahanni River 
in the southwestern corner of the Northwest Territories. Three deep 
river canyons and spectacular Virgina Falls. Numerous hot springs. 
Interesting flora. Not accessible by highway. Area 4,766 square 
kilometres. 

Wood Buffalo - Alberta and Northwest Territories. Canada's 
largest National Park, an immense area of the Great Plains, butting 
up against the Canadian Shield. Flood plains, plateaux. Resources 
include the largest herd of free-roaming bison, staging ground for 
North America's four major waterfowl flyways, and nesting ground 


of the last wild flock of whooping cranes. Accessible by highway. 
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Campground, interpretive program, canoeing and hiking. Area 44,807 
square kilometres. Address: Box 750, Fort Smith, N.W.T. XOE OPO 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

Bell Canada provides telecommunication services to the Arctic 
regions. The company is a shareholder in Telesat Canada and a major 
user of ANIK-1, the world's first synchronous domestic communication 
satellite, launched by Telesat Canada in 1972. Bell Canada's use 
of ANIK-1 enables the Company to provide improved communications 
service to settlements and exploration activities in Canada's far north. 

About 8,000 people living north of the 5lst parallel in Ontario 
will be served by a new telephone network scheduled to begin operation 
in 1976 and 1977. Bell Canada and the Ontario Ministry of Transportation 
and Communications developed the new system, which will use both a 
Bell Canada microwave system and Telesat Canada earth station satellite 
facilities. 
CANADIAN FORCES NORTHERN REGION 

Canadian Forces Northern Region, covering 1.5 million square 
miles, or 40 per cent of Canada, has its headquarters in Yellowknife. 
A small detachment is located in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. CFNR 
has a strength of 63 military personnel, which includes a detachment 
from 440 Transport and Rescue Squadron, Edmonton, operating two 
Twin Otter aircraft, and a detachment from 742 Communications Squadron, 
Edmonton. CFNR also employs 17 civilian personnel. 

In addition to exercising command and control over assigned 
CFNR resources and particular operations in the north, the Commander's 


main responsibilities are to maintain liaison with the Governments 


any 


of the Yukon and Northwest Territories and Federal Agencies; prepare 
and execute plans in aid of the civil power and assistance to the 
civil authorities; provide support for search and rescue operations; 
train and administer the Ranger Corps and Cadets in the North; 
collate and disseminate information on the North, and to maintain 
liaison with the Commander, U.S. Forces, Alaska Command, Canadian 
Commanders of main Dewline Sites, Commanding Officers of CFS Alert 
and Inuvik and the Maritime Command detachment at Frobisher Bay. 
JUDICTARY 

Justice is dispensed in the N.W.T. by one Supreme Court Judge, 
two magistrates, thirteen judicial officers located in Yellowknife 
and eighty-one lay Justices of the Peace living in various communities. 

Over sixty-five per cent of all court cases are heard before 
Justices of the peace. The other cases are handled by the court 
in session in Yellowknife or on regular court circuits. 
Court of Appeal 

The judges of the Court of Appeal are the Chief Justice of 
Alberta, the Justices of Appeal of Alberta, and the Judges of the 
Supreme Court of the Northwest Territories and the Territorial Court 


of the Yukon Territory. 
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